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III. CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Please amend the claims as indicated in the following listing: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for printing a document using a compxiter connected to a 
plurality of printers comprising: 

queuing a plurality of documents in a priority queue; 

determining th e a user-assiRned priority of each of the pluraUty of documents; 
responsive to a determination that one of the plurality of documents is a high priority 
document, interrupting the printing of another document; and 
printing the high priority document, 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: resuming the printing of the suspended 
document after the high priority document has printed. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

analyzing a metadata in a plurality of document pages to determine a required printer 
type, the plurality of document pages being from one of the plurality of documents; 

separating each of the plurality of document pages into a plurality of print jobs based 
on the required printer type for each document page; 

selectmg an appropriate printer for each of the plurality of print jobs; and 

printing the plurality of print jobs on the appropriate printers. 

4. (original) The method of claim 3 fiirthcr comprising: 

reassembling the plurality of printed print jobs to produce a finished document, 

5. (original) The method of claim 3 further comprising: 

distributing one of the plxirality of document pages to a specific printer holding 

queue; and 
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wherein the required printer for the distributed document page is a specific printer. 

6. (original) The method of claim 5 wherein the specific printer is a printer containing 
letterhead, 

7. (original) The method of claim 5 wherein the specific printer is a photographic printer. 

8. (original) The method of claim 3 fiirther comprising: 

distributing one of the plurality of document pages to a color printer holding queue; 

and 

wherein the required printer for the distributed document page is a color printer. 

9. (original) The method of claim 3 further comprising: 

distributing one of the pteality of document pages to a black/white printer holding 
queue; and 

wherein the reqtdred printer for the distributed document page is a black/white 

printer. 

10. (original) The method of claim 3 further comprising: 

comparing each print job to a printer page threshold; and 
responsive to a determination that the number of document pages in the print job 
exceeds the printer page threshold, separating print job into a plurality of print jobs. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 3 wherein the selecting step further comprises: 

calculating the time until the printers are available; and 
sending the print job to the first available printer, 

12. (original) The method of claim 3 wherein the selecting step further comprises: 

calculating the time required for the print jobs to print; and 
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sending the print jobs to the printer with the lowest calculated time required to print 
the print job. 

13. (original) The method of claim 3 wherein the selecting step further comprises: 

ranking the printers based on the time until the printers are available; and 
assigning the print jobs to the printers based on the printer ranking, 

14. (original) The method of claim 3 wherein the selecting step further comprises: 

ranking the printers based on the time required for the print jobs to print; and 
assigning the print jobs to the printers based on the printer ranking, 

1 5. (original) The method of claim 3 further comprising: 

printing a control page with each print job; and 

wherein the control page contains printed instructions for reassembling the document. 

16. (original) The method of claim 3 wherein the appropriate printer is determined using a print 
farm profile. 

1 7. (currently amended) A program product operable on a computer, the program product 

comprising: 

a computer-iii^abtereadable medium; 

a computer program stored in the computer readable-medium; 

wherein the computer--fe*gabkreadable mediu m, so configured bv the computer 
pro gram, caases a computer to perform tlie following - e omprises inatru etkms- 
e empri si n g s tcps: 

instruction s for q ueuing a plurality of documents in a priority queue; 
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instmctions for determining _a_priority of each of the plurality of 
documents; 

responsive to a determination that one of the plurality of documents is a high 
priority document, instructions -fei^intemipting the printing of another document; and 
in s tructions for printing the high priority document. 

1 8. (currently amended) The program product of claim 1 7 wherein the computer>readable 
medium, so configured by the computer program, causes the computer to perform the j toha^ 
step of: eemprisinffi in s tructions for resuming the printing of the suspended document after 
the high priority document has printed. 

19. (currently amended) The program product of claim n - further - ^mprisin g wherein the 
computer-readable medium, so confiEured by the computer progxam. causes the computer to 

perfonn the following steps : 

instructions for analyzing a metadata in a plurality of document pages to determine a 
required printer type, the plurality of document pages being from one of the plurality of 
documents; 

in s tructions for separating each of the plurality of document pages into a plurality of 
print jobs based on the required printer type for each document page; 

instructions for selecting an appropriate printer for each of the plurality of print jobs; 

and 

in struetion e-fei^printing the plurality of print jobs on the appropriate printers. 

20. (currently amended) The program product of claim 19 wherein the computer-readable 
medium> so configured bv the computer protiram. causes the computer to perfonn the 
following step fur t h cr co mprising : 
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in struc tions for reassembling the plurality of printed print jobs to produce a finished 
document. 

21 . (currently amended) The program product of claim 19 wherein the computer-readable 
medium, so configured by the computer program, causes the computer to perform the 
followinE fa f ther - eomprisini^ step: 

instructions for distributing one of the plurality of document pages to a specific 
printer holding queue; and 

wherein the required printer for the distributed document page is a specific printer. 

22. (original) The program product of claim 21 wherein the specific printer is a printer 
containing letterhead* 

23. (original) The program product of claim 21 wherein the specific printer is a photographic 
printer. 

24. (currently amended) The program product of claim 1 9 wherein die computer-readable 
medium, so confimred by the computer program, causes the computer to perform the 
following fiarther comprisinj i jL Stgg: 

instructions for distributing one of the plurality of document pages to a color printer 
holding queue; and 

wherein the required printer for the distributed document page is a color printer, 

25. (currently amended) The program product of claim 19 wherein the computer-readable 
medium, so configured by the computer program, causes the computer to perform the 
following farther e-om i ^4 s i - n fLStep: 

in & ti - uctions for distributing one of the plurality of document pages to a black/white 
printer holding queue; and 
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wherein the required printer for the distributed document page is a black/white 

printer, 

26. (currently amended) The program product of claim 19 wherein the computer-readable 
medium, so configured bv the computer program, causes the computer to perform the 
followin.gi fe rther comprisina stegs: 

inGtmetions for comparing each print job to a printer page threshold; and 
responsive to a determination that the number of document pages in the print job 

exceeds the printer page threshold, mstmetioBSr^separatin^ print job into a plurality of 

print jobs. 

27. (currently amended) The program product of claim 19 wherein the selecting step further 
comprises; 

im^memm4e¥-o^\culatmg the time until the printers are available; and 
instruct i ons for sending the print job to the first available printer. 

28. (currently amended) The program product of claim 19 wherein the selecting step fijrther 
comprises: 

infjtructiono for calculating the tune required for the print jobs to print; and 
in st r u c ti onri to r sending the print jobs to the printer with the lowest calculated time 

required to print the print job. 

29. (currently amended) The program product of claim 19 wherein the selecting step further 

comprises: 

ffls tructionG tor ranking the printers based on the time until the printers are available; 

and 

ins t ru c tiono for assigning the print jobs to the printers based on the printer ranking. 



Page 9 of 22 



Attorney Docket No. AUS920030407US1 
Serial No. 10/631,063 

30. (currently amended) The program product of claim 19 wherein the selecting step further 
comprises: 

instructions for ranking the printers based on the time required for the print jobs to 
print; and 

iuGtr u ctionp f o r assigning the print jobs to the printers based on the printer ranking. 

3 1 . (currently amended) The program product of claim 1 9 wherein the computer-readable 
medium, so configured by the computer program, causes the computer to perform the 

foik)Mllgfo^^ 

Histmetiens-fef-printing a control page with each print job; and 

wherein the control page contains printed instructions for reassembling the document. 

32. (original) The program product of claim 19 wherein the appropriate printer is determined 
using a print farm profile. 



33, (cuirently amended) A program product operable on a computer, the program product 

comprising: 

a computer-iisab tereadable storaj^e m ediiim; 

whe rei n tl ic compute r un able mic dium comprise^-imtet etions comprising: 
a prioritization program; 
a classification program; and 
a plurality of printer programs; 

wherein the prioritization Droeraiii. the classification proeomi. and the plurality of 
printer programs arc stored in the computer-readable s torage medium; 
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wherein the computer readable storage medium, so configured by the priori tization 
program, causes a coniputcr to perfoiiTk the following steps: 
queuing a pluraUty of documents in a priority queue; 
determining a priority of each of the phirality of doeuments; 

res ponsive to a dctcnnination that one of the plurality of documents is a hidi priority 
document, interrupting: the printing of another document; and 
printing the high priority docuinent; 

wherein computer readable stora£!:e medium, so confmured by the classification 
program, causes the computer to perform the following steps: 

analyzing a metadata in a pluraUty of document pages to determine a re quired printer 
type, the plurality of document pages being from one of the plurality of documents; 

separating; each of the plurality of document pages into a plurality of print jobs based 
on the required printer type for each document page; 

selecting an appropriate printer for each of the plurality of print jobs; and 

printing the plurality of print jobs on the appropriate print(^. > 

34. (original) The program product of claim 33 wherein the plurality of printer programs 
comprises a color printer program, a black/white printer program, and a specific printer 
program. 

35. canceled 

36. (currently amended) The program product of claim 3^33 wherein the prioritization program 
fijrther causes the computer to eemp rising: i nstru ction s fo r perform the step of: resuming the 
printing of the suspended document after the hi^ priority document has printed. 

37. canceled. 
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38. (currently amended) The program product of claim ^33 wherein the classification pro^yram 
further causes the com puter to pefbtm the step of further oomprisiftg : 

i BsfeFucti e n s for reassembUng the pluraUty of printed print jobs to produce a finished 

document, 

39. (currently amended) The program product of claim ^ 33 wherein the classification nromm 
further causes the computer to perform the step o f further compriaing : 

instructions for distributing one of the plurahty of document pages to a specific 
printer holding queue; and 

wherein the required printer for the distributed document page is a specific printer, 

40. (original) The program product of claim 39 wherein the specific printer is a printer 
containing letterhead. 

4L (original) The program product of claim 39 wherein the specific printer is a photographic 
printer 

42. (currently amended) The program product of claim ^33 wherein the classification proHraiii 
fiirther causes the computer to perform the step o f - fuither compri s ing : 

instruotiona f o r distributing one of the plurality of document pages to a color printer 
holding queue; and 

wherein the required printer for the distributed document page is a color printer. 

43, (currently amended) The program product of claim 3 ?3 wherein the classification pixwam 
furtiier causes the computer to perfonn the sten of - faffe^^-eemprising: 

instru ctio ns for distributing one of the plurality of document pages to a black/white 
printer holding queue; and 
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wherein the required printer for the distributed document page is a black/white 

printer. 

44. (currently amended) The program product of claim ^ 33 wherein die classification pro-am 
further causes the computer to perfonn the steps o f farther ce - mprisHm : 

instructions for comparing each print job to a printer page threshold; and 
responsive to a determination that the number of document pages in the print job 
exceeds the printer page threshold, insfa-uctions for separating print job into a plurality of 
print jobs, 

45, (currently amended) The program product of claim 5?33 wherein the selecting step further 
comprises: 

inst ruct ions fo r calculating the time until the printers are available; and 
instiTictions for sending the print job to the first available printer. 

46, (currently amended) The program product of claim 3^33 wherein the selecting step further 
comprises: 

instructiom? for calculating the time required for the print jobs to print; and 
instr ucti ons for sending the print jobs to the printer with the lowest calculated time 
required to print the print job. 

47, (currently amended) The program product of claim ^33 wherein the selecting step fiirther 

comprises: 

intfe^ ens-fo Franking the printers based on the time until the printers are available; 
instructions for assigning the print jobs to the printers based on the printer ranking. 
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48. (currently amended) The program product of claim 3^33 wherein tlie selecting step further 
comprises: 

Htstructions fo r ranking the printers based on the time required for the print jobs to 
print; and 

mstructions for assigning the print jobs to the printers based on the printer ranking. 

49. (currently amended) The program product of claim ^33 wherein the classification program 
further causes the computer to perform the step o f farther comprising : 

imime^iens^fer-prmting a control page with each print job; and 

wherein the control page contains prints instructions for reassembling the document. 

50. (currently amended) The program product of clann ^33 wherein the appropriate printer is 
determined using a print farm profile. 
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